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ARMED BANDITS PLANT
DEADLY BULL’S EYE ON
RURAL MEDICAL POT
Some things you need to
know about legalized recreational marijuana in Michigan. Mike Thompson, Detroit Free Press
Rural Sanilac County has
seen the dark side of medical marijuana.
In one township, pot robbers
once tied a medical weed
farmer to a chair and cut his
ear with a hatchet, police
say.
In another, four armed robbers burst into a home to
steal medical marijuana
growing inside.
In a third township, several masked gunmen blasted
their way into a grower's
house to steal pot and cash,
but wound up with three
dead friends instead.
That case got the

feds involved.
In U.S. District Court this
week, an indictment was
unsealed charging three
Flint men with plotting an
organized drug heist that
involved masked gunmen
storming a medical marijuana
grower's home and shooting the
homeowner in the leg.
They also brought a BB gun to
shoot the owner's dogs, records
show, though the heist didn't go
as planned. The homeowner
and dogs survived. His friend
came to his rescue, emerging
from a back bedroom with a
gun and firing away, killing two
of the robbers.
A third suspect killed himself
two days later in jail. A fourth
man, Preston Xavier Jack,
pleaded guilty to armed robbery
in state court and is now serving
10-20 years in prison. He was
once dubbed the lone survivor

of the heist.
But there were
more.
Almost two years
after the botched
robbery, the FBI identified three more defendants:
Paul Drinkwine, Justin Cooper,
John Williams — all from
Flint, and all charged in the
indictment
with
multiple
crimes.
Meanwhile, the local sheriff
believes there are still more
suspects out there who were
involved in the heist that involved three getaway cars and
200 pounds of marijuana.
"This indictment only opens the
door. I believe there are several
more involved," said Sanilac
County Sheriff Garry Biniecki,
who was relieved when the FBI
intervened. "Let's face it. We're
a small sheriff's office ... The
feds were all over it ... After
almost two years, we're getting
to the right people."

https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/detroit/2019/07/26/medical-marijuana-growers-sanilac-countymichigan/1821030001/

Tied up, Left to die
Biniecki
believes
drug
dealers targeting mom and pop growers in
rural areas is a big problem, noting his
county has seen three armed robberies
in just over a year.
"I've said it all along -- (marijuana)
may be legal, but people are doing
illegal things with it," Biniecki said.
And, they're doing illegal things to get
it, added Biniecki, noting he speaks
from experience:

 In May 2016, Biniecki's office
responded to a robbery
involving a man and a
woman who attacked a
medical
marijuana
grower for his pot and
money, tying him to a
chair cutting his ear with
a hatchet. "He was left
tied up in the home and
left to bleed to death,"
Biniecki
said.
"We
found him tied up with
his ear hanging by a
thread." The man survived and the suspects were caught
and successfully prosecuted, he said.

 In November 2016, Biniecki's
office responded to another medical
marijuana robbery, this one in Minden Township. Four armed robbers
burst into a home that grew medical
weed in what turned out to be part of
an inside job, he said. The suspects
were arrested, charged, convicted
and went to prison, he said. No one
got hurt.
In November 2017, at least seven
armed robbers attacked a medical
marijuana growing facility in Greenleaf Township. That time, three people ended up dead and the FBI got
involved. Authorities believe the
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suspects were hoping to sell the
stolen marijuana on the black
market as part of a bigger drug
ring.
It's these kinds of cases that grab
the attention of the federal government, said U.S. Attorney
Matthew
Schneider,
who
stressed: "Drugs are a magnet
for violence."
"Drug dealing is dangerous business, and anyone who doesn't
think that is crazy. It doesn't
matter whether the drugs are

legal or not," Schneider told the
Free Press. "For example, opioids are legal drugs, but they are
still being trafficked unlawfully ... and marijuana is still going
to have a black market."
And when the black market is
involved, along with guns and
violence, the federal government
— which still doesn't recognize
marijuana as a legal drug — will
get involved.
"We've never gone after lowlevel people. This is not what
our office does. And we won't
now. But these types of offenses
are not low-level. They're violent," said Schneider, referring
to the Greenleaf Township case.

Detroit's FBI chief Timothy Slater also emphasized the violence
involved in the rural marijuana
heist that triggered federal charges.
"This robbery created an extraordinarily dangerous situation, putting the lives of the residents and
the lives of the robbers at risk,"
Slater said.
Violence aside, federal authorities said they also pursue marijuana cases where money laundering is involved, as was the recent
case
with
Detroit's Holy Moly Donut Shop. Federal
prosecutors said the
donut shop was a
front for a marijuana
ring that laundered
money through a
sham dispensary that
was located next
door.
Last month, the owner of the donut shop,
Victor Attisha, cut a deal in the
case and pleaded guilty to conspiracy to manufacture and possession with intent to distribute
marijuana. He faces at least five
years in prison when he is sentenced in November. One of his
accomplices in the case received
five years in prison; another got
21 months.

https://gov.oregonlive.com/bill/2019/SB218/
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'This is going to
continue'
According to court documents, the U.S.
Attorney's office and interviews with
police, here is what what happened in the
township of about 800 people that
caught the FBI's attention:
On Nov. 18, 2017, at least seven men
gathered at a home in Flint to hatch out a
plan to rob a medical marijuana growing
operation on Holbrook Road in Greenfield Township.
The next day, the men gathered up their
guns and headed to the rural township in
three cars, stopping for gas at a Marathon station and buying some items
needed for the robbery. They bought a
package of black T-shirts, cutting the
sleeves to use as face masks during the
holdup. They also purchased two boxes
of leaf and lawn bags to stash away the
marijuana and cash they intended to
steal.
One man also bought a black stocking
cap to wear during the robbery.
At about 5:45 a.m. they parked near the
grower's house. At least two of them had
scouted the place a week earlier. They
knew large amounts of medical marijuana were stored in a shed. So they came
back with a bigger crew.
They slid on their gloves and face
masks, grabbed hold of their guns and
burst through the front door, opening
fire. The homeowner was shot in the leg.
Another man in the house appeared with
a gun. He shot back, killing two of the
attackers. The place emptied. Sirens
came blaring.
The shooting triggered a manhunt for the
runaway pot robbers, complete with a

chopper, dozens of cops and road closures.
Locals were so frightened that they cited the drug shooting as a
reason for not wanting a faith-based drug rehab center located in
the township. The Planning Commission voted against the center
in September 2018.
“We recently, within the last year, had a drug-related shooting,
where three people were shot and two were dead,” Planning
Commission member Ken Brown said following the vote to reject the drug rehab center. “There [were] two people who got
away. And there was a manhunt that pretty much locked down
the area ... People are on
edge to that kind of stuff
right now in this community. We don’t want to
jeopardize their safety.”
The two dead robbers
were identified as Quantize Bruce, 20, and Keith
Saunders, 26, both of
Flint. Another suspect,
Stephen Shimmel, was
found hanging in his jail
cell two days after his
arrest.
Meanwhile, Schneider believes more marijuana-related crimes
are in store for Michigan, which legalized adult recreational use
of marijuana last year.

"A lot of people don't know
what we've gotten ourselves
into," Schneider said. "This
type of conduct is going to
continue."

h ps://www.kptv.com/news/a er‐failing‐drug‐test‐oregon‐woman‐wants‐to‐warn‐others/ar cle_e770005c‐d891‐11e9‐9b18‐dbe872743579.html

After failing drug test, Oregon woman wants to warn
others about some CBD
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PORTLAND, OR (KPTV) - An Oregon woman has a warning
for anyone taking CBD products, especially if they’re looking
for work. CBD products are only supposed to have trace
amounts of THC and not get someone high. But could it cost
someone a job? Suzan Chandler told FOX 12 her experience is
yes. “I learned that the hard way,” Chandler said. Chandler, a
nurse practitioner from Hillsboro, said she was up for a new
job at a local urgent care. The final step was a urine drug test.
“Shocks of all shocks that it tested positive,” she said.
Chandler said she had been taking some hemp protein and CBD oil for its calming
effects. She said she never touched marijuana, even though her test came back
positive for THC. “And so, my position was rescinded,” she said. “I never thought,
I never used a product knowingly with THC, I wouldn’t.”
Renee Barnes is co-owner of the Portland store CBD-lish. She said it’s important
for consumers to shop at places where they can get educated and read the labels.
“If they’re looking for a tincture then we normally talk to them about full spectrum versus broad spectrum,” Barnes said. She said a label that reads full spectrum means it contains THC, although legally it can’t contain more than 0.3%.
Broad spectrum contains no THC, according to Barnes.
“I think I gave one of our customers and it was a broad spectrum, it wasn’t a full
spectrum and he was a school bus driver and so we didn’t want him to start taking it and fail his drug test,” she said. Barnes said taking a full spectrum definitely
doesn’t mean you will fail a test. But without knowing how your body processes
the product, she said it’s safer to stay away depending on your line of work.
“We’ve had firemen, we’ve had policemen, we’ve had people doing jobs that are
very, you know, essential that they don’t, and you know we’ll talk to them about
it,” Barnes said.
As for Chandler, she doesn’t blame the employer who took back their offer.
“We get drug screened for a reason and those are good reasons,” Chandler said.
“They just have to treat all the employees that test positive the same.” But Chandler said she does want to warn others.
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“Our family all of a sudden doesn’t have my income. It’s a significant income
change," she said. "So, after all that wave, I decided that I wanted to make sure
that other people could learn that and not have to go through what our family
has."
Chandler said she’s done lots of research and does know the difference between
full and broad spectrum now. She told FOX 12 she still believes in CBD and that
it can help people, but she’s refraining all together and not going to chance any
product.

